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Restoration Photography Prep Guide 

Here is a list of items that will allow the photographer to focus on their sole purpose which is to highlight the 
wonderful features of your home. Please complete this list to the best of your ability prior to the photographer and 
agent’s arrival.  The photographer is not responsible for any items left undone and their impact on the photographs 
they will be taking. By completing the list below, the photographer may accurately capture the home and showcase 

the work of those that worked on your home.   

The items in bold are preferred if you were to only choose some items from the list but this is the entire list of items that 
will best showcase your home. 

Kitchen: 

-dust tops of cabinets 
-wipe down cabinets, cabinet hardware, appliances, countertops, faucet(s) 
-scrub the sink 
-put away knife blocks, utensil holders, and small appliances on the countertops 
-minimize decor that is not universally appealing to most visitors 
-make sure all dishes are put away in the proper cabinets (including neatly in glass front cabinets) 
-remove any magnets and children’s art/photos from the refrigerator (you can put them back when we are done) 
 

Dining Room: 

-set the table as if you were having a dinner party 
-set up a simple centerpiece 
-declutter/organize any china hutches or other visible storage 
 

Living Room/Family Room: 

-fold blankets and put away all but one 
-tidy coffee table decor 
-hide remotes 
-put away mail, magazines or books that are piled up 
-tidy children’s toys/gear that is in the room 
-arrange throw pillows 
-secure and hide exposed cables (best you can) 
 

Bedrooms: 

-make beds, fluff the pillows, and move/hide anything that can be seen under the bed 
-clear nightstands/bedside tables of everything but lamps and alarm clocks 
-put away any chargers and put any clothing away in the closet or dresser 
-dust thoroughly 
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Bathrooms:  

-clean toilets and put the seats down 
-put out guest towels and put any dirty ones away 
-clear vanity counters of all items except soap (and hand towel if needed) 
-dust any shelving/décor 
-tidy any shower items 
-scrub and clean shower area 
-clean mirrors 
 

Office: 

-declutter, declutter, declutter all paper! 
-put away everything except computers and minimal office supplies on the desk 
 

Playrooms: 

-Organize/pick up toys 
-Use natural nooks such as using a tepee or bean bag as a reading area, put small items in bins or baskets to 
minimize the feeling of “too much going on” in this room  
 

Outdoor Spaces: 

-trim the lawn 
-rake leaves 
-prune trees or bushes 
-put all garbage cans, hoses, etc in the garage or shed 
-shovel snow, if it’s a Chicago winter 
-make sure all exterior lighting is working 
-put any additional cars, etc on the street preferably not where you can see a reflection in your home’s 
windows 
 

Whole House: 

-put away all seasonal decor 
-hide all interior trash cans 
-Open all curtains and blinds 
-Turn off all ceiling fans 
-Close all windows 
-Turn on all lights (we can turn them off if you would like after the session) and make sure all the bulbs are working 
-Dust Baseboards then Sweep, Mop or Vacuum all floors 
-place all valuables in a secure location, out of sight 
-put any pets away in crates or in a room not being photographed 


